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INTRODUCTION 

Worship is central to our lives as Christians.  We were made 

by God and designed to function within His family as vital 

members of the body of Christ.  Our relationship with God has 

at its very core a heart of worship, reverence, respect and awe.  

We serve an awesome God Who is worthy of our worship and 

praise.  We were designed by our Creator to worship Him in 

spirit and in truth. 

So much of what is available in our administration of the 

mystery, the gospel of the grace of God, is unique and had nev-

er been possible until the Day of Pentecost.  The one aspect of 

the newness of life available to us that I want to focus on in our 

time together is our unique privilege to worship God in spirit 

and in truth. 

I originally taught this as part of the Marvelous Mystery 

Tour, a teaching series Jon Nessle and I were working on con-

cerning the great mystery of godliness in our administration.  It 

was the final hour of the teaching series that brought together 

so many of the doctrinal and practical elements of our Christian 

walk.  As part of that teaching series it built upon the previous 

hours of teaching regarding the great mystery of godliness 

which forms the essence of our life together as members of the 

body of Christ. 

However it became too long to include in that series.  That’s 

why I’m handling it here in this shorter presentation entitled, 

Free to Worship in Spirit and in Truth.  How wonderful it is to 

know what we can do… how God has freed us, enabled us, and 

allowed us to worship Him in spirit and in truth.  He has equip-
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ped us with holy spirit so we can do this very thing.  What an 

awesome privilege. 

I certainly want to encourage you to avail yourselves of the 

vital information contained in the Marvelous Mystery Tour.  

Let me give you just a little background before we move on.  

One of the things we covered in that teaching series is God’s 

inheritance in the saints (Ephesians 1:18).  Part of that inher-

itance is our worship.  Deuteronomy 32:9 says, “The Lord’s 

portion is His people.”  Out of all creation where does God get 

His portion?  It comes from His people. 

Everything else in creation is for us.  The sunsets, the beauty 

of creation, the greatness of animal life, the vastness of the 

universe are all for us.  He did it, and I’m sure He’s blessed to 

see His handiwork, but what He gets back for everything He 

has done is what we, His people, give Him… our worship, our 

reverence, our awe.  Ephesians 1:18 says His inheritance is in 

the saints.  Everything thing else is for us.  Our love, our adora-

tion, our worship is part of His portion.  It is such a marvelous 

privilege that we can do that… to give back to Him, Who has 

given so much to us.  What we can give, He longs for and de-

sires so much.  We will find our greatest fulfillment in ful-

filling our purpose to worship Him in spirit and in truth.  That’s 

why we live for Him… because He has done so much for us. 

He planned for us in this day and time of the mystery.  He 

looked forward to us.  He kept us a secret so nothing would 

stop us from living out His plan and dream for our lives.  He 

infused us with holy spirit, so that right now, in this very day 

and time, we can live by that spirit and we can give Him the 

true worship He deserves.  The worship He so desired and 

waited so long for.  He waited from before the foundation of 

the world until the Day of Pentecost, to receive what we can 

give.  He anticipated it.  He kept it a secret.  Nothing was going 

to mess up His plan.  Now we are living in a day and time 

when that plan has been realized.  We are living in a day and 
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time when our relationship with Him can be so rich, so full, so 

vibrant. 

What a privilege it is to live in a day and time like this.  Each 

one of us with Christ in us… Each one of us with a direct con-

nection with our heavenly Father… Each one of us able to 

climb into Daddy’s lap and commune with Him…  He wants a 

relationship with each one of us, and He sees us as His treas-

ure, His masterpiece.  The great mystery is not lived out in 

formulas or with rules and regulations.  It is lived and enjoyed 

as a family with our heavenly Father; the One Who loves us so 

dearly.
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Part I:  Jesus Tempted of the Devil 

Confusion Regarding Worship: 

Many believers have been confused regarding worship.  A 

heart of worship is the foundation of every believer’s life.  It is 

worship of God that is so important for us in developing our 

relationship with Him.  It is what He longs for.  We will read 

soon that it is what He seeks.  God’s Word still has the an-

swers.  It contains everything that pertains to life and godliness.  

We will find in it everything we need to enjoy life on a hori-

zontal level with our fellow man, and everything we need to 

enjoy our vertical relationship with God our heavenly Father.  

This Word of God records the very words of Jesus Christ on 

this subject that will settle and answer any and all disputes. 

So many questions have come up concerning this subject I 

have felt obliged to teach on it.  I think many of us have gone 

back to recheck and reset our foundations in God’s Word and 

rightly so.  We so love God and want to do what’s right.  We 

want to do what will bless God. 

There is a great deal of teaching out in Christendom regard-

ing the worship of Jesus, and it exerts pressure on anyone who 

believes the Bible.  This is because when we hear it, we have to 

evaluate what we hear and put it in its place amongst all the 

other subjects in our understanding of God, spiritual things, 

and the scriptures.  If our understanding is not clear, then we 

could unintentionally assimilate error.  The adversary is always 

at work trying to distract us, and one of his main initiatives is 

to steal worship from the true God. 

Now, we are smart enough to not give the devil worship, but 

if he can get us to worship something other than God, then he 

has accomplished part of his goal.  The Bible clearly forbids 

the worship of angels.  But because of our reverence and re-

spect for the Lord Jesus Christ and because of Biblical mis-

translations, the topic of worshipping Jesus has been muddied 

for many people.  He is the only begotten son of God who is 
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certainly distinct and marked out by God having been given a 

name that is above every name.
1
 

Jesus had a God and Father Whom he loved, Whom he wor-

shipped, Whom he served.  He set the example of what a fa-

ther/son relationship should be.  In Ephesians the pinnacle of 

revelation given to the church in the administration of the mys-

tery, God shows us the standard for love and obedience.  Twice 

he refers to himself as the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Another time He refers to Himself as the God of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

We learn the essence of what a father/son relationship is from 

the relationship God had with His only begotten son, Jesus.  

Jesus loved and obeyed His Father; he always did His Father’s 

will.
2
  He also worshipped and adored his God being obedient 

unto death.  We can know our God and Father like he did, for 

Jesus has given us access to the very heart of our loving heav-

enly Father.  Does the Bible teach that worship of any kind is 

due Jesus?  Certainly if it were, we would want to give it. 

What Does the Word Say? 

Both the Hebrew word shachah and the Greek word 

proskuneo mean “to bow down.”  Shachah is translated in the 

King James Version as: “worship” (99 times), “bow” (31 

times), “bow down” (18 times), “obeisance (9 times), and “rev-

erence” (5 times).  Proskuneo occurs 60 times in the New Tes-

tament and is translated exclusively “worship.”  Both are used 

to express the Oriental custom of kneeling or prostration to do 

homage or make obeisance, in order to express respect or to 

make supplication. 

In the Bible people fell in “worship” before those to whom 

they wanted to show respect or honor.  Abraham bowed him-

self in worship (shachah) in Genesis 18:2 to the angels whom 

he received.  Lot “worshipped” (shachah) the strangers who 

                                                 
1 See Philippians 2:9-11. 
2 See John 8:29. 
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came to Sodom even though he had never seen them before 

prostrating himself before them to show them respect in Gene-

sis 19:1.  Moses “worshipped” (shachah) his father in law, 

whom he respected and honored in Exodus 18:7.  These are 

typical of many examples that show when someone wanted to 

honor another, he would fall down before him.  The act of fall-

ing down is called “worship,” and reveals the heart of the wor-

shipper—respect and honor towards the one being worshipped.  

In the biblical culture the act of bowing was the outward form 

produced by an inward heart of respect and honor. 

Worship literally is what goes on in our minds at that point in 

a fellowship meeting when we have the manifestations of holy 

spirit.  We are conscious at that time of God’s presence and 

provision for us, we consciously experience awe toward Him 

and gratitude that He would speak to us so freely, clearly and 

openly.  There is a sense of reverence and respect that is due 

God as we realize what He is doing for us at that very moment.  

That kind of mind-set…  That kind of appreciation…  That 

kind of respect for what God has set up and willingness of 

those believers to serve and function in that capacity is an as-

pect of worship that is just fantastic.  This had never been 

available before the Day of Pentecost.  Whenever we gather 

together we can manifest and see God’s active energizing of 

His people.  That He would speak to us and build us up by en-

couragement and comfort.  It is just such an exciting time to 

live. 

If you are anything like me, you have had some concern 

about how we are supposed to recognize and reverence our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  Certainly as God’s only begotten son and 

our recognized lord and savior, some appreciation, respect, and 

reverence is due him.  But should the reverence and awe we 

have for him take the form of worship? 

We approach this concern with serious dignity because we 

know from the Old Testament that God is a jealous God, and 

He takes idolatry very seriously.  Therefore who we worship is 



FREE TO WORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH JESUS TEMPTED OF THE DEVIL 
 

 7 

very important.  The devil is always trying to steal worship 

from the One True God.  Although he has convinced some to 

worship him as Satan, for the most part he steals worship from 

the One True God by getting God’s people to worship anything 

other than Him. 

There are 13 different Greek words translated “worship,” 

“worshipper,” or “to worship” in the KJV.  However, there are 

only three basic Greek words properly translated worship.  

They are proskuneō, latreuō, and the seb word family.
3
  In this 

study we will zero in on one of those words, proskuneō, be-

cause of the confusion it has caused in understanding this sub-

ject. 

Scriptures Concerning the Worship of Jesus: 

As with most things concerning himself, Jesus Christ will 

clarify this emotionally fraught subject for us, for he addresses 

it directly.  When we consider whether or not we should wor-

ship Jesus, there is a lot of Biblical information in the King 

James Version that indicates that we should. 

The Magi did it in Matthew 2:11. 

The Leper did it in Matthew 8:2. 

The Judean ruler did it in Matthew 9:18. 

The disciples did it in Matthew 14:33.
4
 

The woman of Canaan did it in Matthew 15:25. 

The two Marys did it in Matthew 28:9. 

The man born blind did it in John 9:38. 

Obviously from the King James Version one might get the 

opinion that “worshipping” Jesus is OK.  All these people did 

it, and they were not corrected for it. 

Now the next questions to ask ourselves are: 

What worship was given to Jesus? 

                                                 
3 Proskuneō means worship and connotes reverence and respect.  Latreuō means worship and 

connotes serving obediently.  The seb- word family means worship and connotes acts of devot-

ed piety. 
4 The disciples also worshipped Jesus in Matthew 28:16.  “Him” is also in the dative case there. 
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Is the worship that was rendered to Jesus the same as 

the worship that was rendered to God? 

Most church people say yes because they believe Jesus Christ 

is identical to the Father, so of course there would be no differ-

ence.  Other people doing a word study on proskuneō are in-

clined to say yes because both God and Jesus are worshipped 

with the same Greek word, proskuneō.  I just mentioned ten 

verses where Jesus is worshipped using proskuneō and God is 

also worshipped using proskuneō in Matthew 4:10 and 

I Corinthians 14:25.  So it must be the same thing, right? 

There is a reason we should not jump to that conclusion.  By 

that logic we should worship Peter like we do God and Jesus 

Christ because he, too, is worshipped with proskuneō in Acts 

10:25.  In Matthew 18:26 a master was worshipped by his 

servant.  Does that make slave owners worthy of worship?  

There are also numerous Old Testament accounts where people 

fall down and worship other people. 

Knowing from the Old Testament that God is a jealous God 

Who wants no other gods put before Him, just how should we 

handle worshipping Jesus? 

Exodus 20:1-6: 

And God spake all these words, saying, 

 2 I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of 

the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 

 3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

 4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any 

likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in 

the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: 

 5 Thou shalt not bow down [shachah in the Hebrew, 

proskuneō in theSeptuagint, LXX] thyself to them [in the 

dative case in the LXX], nor serve [latreuō in the LXX] 

them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting 

the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third 

and fourth generation of them that hate me; 
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 6 And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love 

me, and keep my commandments. 

That’s the legacy we want to leave for our children, a legacy 

of love for God demonstrated by keeping His commandments.  

We want mercy extended to our posterity for many genera-

tions. 

The Case of the Object of Worship: 

The worship rendered to God and the worship rendered to Je-

sus Christ that was recorded in the Bible is not the same.  

However, the worship that is recorded in the Word concerning 

Jesus, other men, and angels is the same.  True worship is ren-

dered to God alone while reverence and respect are shown 

properly to others besides God.  I know this because the object 

following the verb proskuneō in the Greek takes two different 

cases.  When it’s used of true worship, what we are supposed 

to do for God, it takes an object in the accusative case, and 

when it’s used of paying homage or showing respect or pros-

trating oneself, it takes an object in the dative case. 

Proskuneō with an accusative object means “to worship with 

the whole heart, soul, mind, and strength,” the worship proper-

ly reserved for God.  It is used positively and correctly of peo-

ple worshipping God and negatively and wrongly of people 

worshipping devils.  They do it right when they worship God, 

and they do it wrong when they worship devils.  Proskuneō 

with a dative object means “to show respect or do homage to, 

as in the Eastern custom of falling down on one’s face.”  This 

usage does not equate with worship reserved for and properly 

given to God alone. 

Proskuneō with a dative object is used to show respect or do 

homage to God, Jesus Christ, other men, angels, and devil spir-

its.  However, proskuneō with an accusative object is used only 

of God in the right sense (Matthew 4:10; Luke 4:8; John 4:22 

& 24) and devils in the wrong sense (Revelation 9:20; 13:4,12; 
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14:9,11; 22:4).  This true worship is given properly to the True 

God and improperly to false gods, too. 

We worship God directly with our whole heart, soul, mind, 

and strength.  We also honor, show respect, or pay homage, to 

Jesus Christ for what he did for us.  He obeyed God and 

brought His will to pass.  What we have today is through the 

accomplished works of Jesus Christ, for which we ought to be 

so thankful. 

We mentioned before the verses in which Jesus was wor-

shipped of; let’s read them and see what case the objects are in. 

Matthew 2:11a: 

And when they [the magi] were come into the house, they 

saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, 

and worshipped him [Jesus, in the dative case]…. 

The Magi showed respect and paid homage to Jesus. 

Matthew 8:2: 

And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him [Je-

sus, in the dative case], saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou 

canst make me clean. 

Wouldn’t one have some respect and adoration for someone 

who could heal?  He didn’t worship him as God but he showed 

respect and did homage. 

Matthew 9:18: 

While he spake these things unto them, behold, there came 

a certain ruler, and worshipped him [Jesus, in the dative 

case], saying, My daughter is even now dead: but come and 

lay thy hand upon her, and she shall live. 

The ruler is showing respect and paying homage to Jesus.  He 

is asking Jesus to raise his daughter from the dead.  People who 

walk with God and serve in this manner deserve respect. 

Matthew 14:33: 

Then they [the twelve] that were in the ship came and wor-
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shipped him [Jesus, in the dative case], saying, Of a truth 

thou art the Son of God. 

They saw Jesus operate the power of God and they fell at his 

feet and paid homage. 

Matthew 15:25: 

Then came she [a woman of Canaan] and worshipped him 

[Jesus, in the dative case], saying, Lord, help me. 

She came to him for help.  She was showing respect because 

she knew he would be able to help her. 

John 9:38: 

And he [the man born blind] said, Lord, I believe. And he 

worshipped him [Jesus, in the dative case]. 

Jesus had just restored his sight.  The man knew that a man 

born blind had never before been healed.  Of course one would 

be thankful and pay homage to someone who did that for him. 

The Exception to the Rule: 

There is only one exception to the rule I shared with you and 

that’s in Luke 24. 

Luke 24:52: 

And they [the twelve] worshipped him [Jesus, in the accu-

sative case], and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: 

However, if you look at page 240 in Berry’s Interlinear 

Greek/English New Testament you will see that there is a su-

perscript “d” before the Greek word “proskunēsantes” above 

the English words “having worshipped.”  You will also see two 

vertical parallel lines in superscript behind the Greek word 

“auton” above the English word “him.”  That means there is a 

textual variant in Greek that begins where the “d” occurs and 

continues until we find the vertical parallel lines.  This includes 

the phrase “proskunēsantes auton” in the Greek which is trans-

lated “having worshipped him” in English.  (See the following 

facsimile of a page from Berry’s Interlinear New Testament.) 
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Then when we look down at the apparatus at the bottom of 

the page, which are the notes under the solid line across the 

page, you will see “─proskunēsantes auton T.”  This note 

means that the phrase proskunēsantes auton is omitted in Tish-

endorf’s critical Greek text.  (See the following facsimile of a 

page from Berry’s Interlinear New Testament.) 

 

If we delete that phrase and read the verse again it will read 

properly, “And they returned to Jerusalem with great joy.”  

(See insert next page.)  This is how both the New American 

Standard version and the Revised Standard version translate it.   
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Now we see that the pattern I showed you fits in every occur-

rence of proskuneō in the Bible. 

Jesus’ Instruction on Worship: 

We will hear directly from Jesus’ own mouth how we are to 

handle this touchy subject of “worship.”  God knew we would 

need this instruction, so He had it placed in the Bible so they 

who had ears to hear could hear. 

Matthew 4:1-4: 

Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be 

tempted of the devil. 

 2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he 

was afterward an hungered. 

 3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be 

the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. 

 4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not 

live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out 

of the mouth of God. 

Jesus responded with “It is written!”  That’s a habit pattern 

you and I need to acquire.  We need to ask ourselves, “What 

does the Word say!”  When it comes to this topic of worship 

the Word is very clear, and our answer will come right out of 
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the mouth of our lord and savior, Jesus Christ.  Jesus will tell 

us what should be done.  When the devil approached Jesus, Je-

sus’ response was “It is written.” 

Of course the devil tried to put doubt into his mind saying, 

“If thou be the son of God.”  He uses that same trick on us try-

ing to get us to doubt that we are God’s kids who can move 

with the power of God today.  Jesus knew what the Word said, 

and responded accordingly.  Therefore he was able to keep 

himself from being fooled or tricked which is what the adver-

sary loves to do.  If the devil can get us to worship anything 

other than the true God he has accomplished his goal.  If we 

worship money, a lifestyle, power, fame, whatever, then the 

devil has succeeded in stealing worship from the One True 

God. 

Matthew 4:5-7: 

Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth 

him on a pinnacle of the temple, 

 6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thy-

self down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge 

concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, 

lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 

 7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not 

tempt the Lord thy God. 

The devil always tries to fool us by misquoting and misap-

plying scripture. When he does quote it properly like he does 

here, he always takes it out of context.  The easiest way to 

wrongly divide the scriptures is to take verses out of context.  

Jesus knew that we are not supposed to do stupid things like 

that and believe God will cover for us.  God established the law 

of gravity for a reason.  If we violate it we are going to be in 

trouble.  We are also tempted to do foolish things. 

Matthew 4:8,9: 

Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high 

mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, 
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and the glory of them; 

 9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if 

thou wilt fall down and worship me. 

“Me” is in the dative case.  Being in the dative case it meant 

to pay homage, to show respect.  The devil wasn’t tempting 

Jesus to worship him with his whole heart and soul.  He was 

just asking Jesus for a little respect.  He was saying, “Look at 

my kingdom, look at my power!  Just show me a little respect.”  

There is no way the devil could have gotten Jesus to worship 

him as God.  He just wanted Jesus to show him some respect.  

That’s where it starts, but it doesn’t stay there.  However, Jesus 

knew what he was really after.  The devil was being sly, but he 

did not fool Jesus.  Jesus wasn’t going to give even a little bit; 

he held the line on worship. 

Matthew 4:10:  

Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is 

written, Thou shalt worship [proskuneō] the Lord thy God 

[accusative], and him only shalt thou serve [latreuō].  

[Same two words as are in Exodus 20:5 in the LXX.] 

Here, Jesus sets the standard for all those who have ears to 

hear.  He goes back to the standard that was established for him 

in the Old Testament and clarifies and re-establishes the truth.  

Words out of his own mouth clarify to Whom true worship 

should be directed ─ to God and God alone.  The truth is re-

peated and established in Luke. 

Luke 4:8: 

And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind 

me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship 

[proskuneō] the Lord thy God [accusative], and him only 

shalt thou serve [latreuō]. 

In the Hebrew language it is common for things to be repeat-

ed in successive phrases.  The truth is established or doubled in 

consecutive phrases using the parallelism so common in He-

brew.  The structure in both Matthew 4:10 and Luke 4:8 is an 
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introversion.  The chiasmus acts like an arrow pointing to em-

phatic elements:  the Lord thy God & Him (See below.) 

 

Latreuō is another Greek word translated worship, and it is 

always used positively of worship or service to God, never to 

Jesus or any other man.  Again Jesus equates proskuneō with 

the accusative case and latreuō; both are used of worship 

properly reserved for God alone.  He is the only One we wor-

ship with everything that we have and with all that we are 

Although proskuneō with the dative is used of paying hom-

age or showing respect unto others, other than the one true 

God, when proskuneō is used with the accusative, it refers to 

the true worship of heart, soul, mind, and strength that is to be 

reserved for God alone. 

We have seen that although the King James version does give 

examples of people worshipping Jesus, the failure to properly 

distinguish between proskuneō with objects in the accusative 

and dative cases has caused great confusion.  Jesus was clear 

and specific in what he said.  When tempted of the devil to 

worship something other than the One True God he responded 

with it is written.  He set the standard for his administration by 

quoting Exodus 20:5.  We will see in our next session that he 

also sets the standard for our administration without ever 

knowing anything about the administration of the mystery in 

which we live.   
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Part II:  Jesus and the Samaritan Women 

We saw in Part I that although the King James version does 

give examples of people worshiping Jesus, the failure to distin-

guish between proskuneō with objects in the accusative and 

dative cases has caused confusion.  Jesus was clear and specific 

in what he said.  When tempted by the devil to worship some-

thing other than the One True God he responded with it is writ-

ten.  He set the standard for his administration by quoting Exo-

dus 20:5. 

We will see in this session that although he did not know the 

mystery, Jesus also set the standard for worship in our admin-

istration.  Although he never knew anything about the admin-

istration of the mystery he spoke prophetically of what was to 

come which we would have available today.  Until Jesus Christ 

died rose again and sent the holy spirit on the day of Pentecost, 

the existence of the magnificence of what we have available to 

us existed only in the mind of God.  It was a sacred secret, a 

mystery, He hid in Himself and did not reveal until after the 

day of Pentecost.  After Pentecost, He revealed it to His holy 

apostles and prophets by the spirit, Paul being the one to record 

it in the scriptures for our benefit. 

Jesus Answering the Woman’s Question: 

The account of Jesus speaking to the Samaritan woman at the 

well is marvelous.  We’ll see Jesus ministering the Word to one 

wonderful woman.  We’ll see him operating revelation mani-

festations and answering questions that address the deepest 

longings of her heart. 

John 4:19: 

The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a 

prophet. 

Jesus has just had some great revelation, and he has said 

some things to her in a conversation that had proven himself to 

her.  She perceives by them that he is a prophet, and she asks 

him a question. 
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John 4:20: 

Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in 

Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. 

Proskuneō both times in verse twenty is intransitive having 

no object.  She wants to know where this worship should be 

done.
5
  But Jesus quickly changes the focus from where to Who 

is worshipped and how it is to be done.  Because of what she 

has been taught she wants to know where is it right to worship. 

John 4:21: 

Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, 

when ye shall neither in this mountain [referring to where 

they were in Samaria], nor yet at Jerusalem, worship [pay 

homage to] the Father [dative]. 

Jesus acknowledges that people have paid homage to God in 

both places.  They have used external forms of worship and 

worshipped God by falling on their faces, but he says that it 

would not continue.  There’s a time coming when they will not 

do it in Jerusalem or Samaria. 

Does this mean no one can worship in Jerusalem or Samaria 

anymore?  People can worship everywhere else in the world, 

but not in Jerusalem or Samaria.  No, that is not what it means.  

It means that the worship, the homage, now done at Jerusalem 

and Samaria will not be done in the future.  This falling down 

on the face kind of worship will not be done anymore, because 

it will be replaced with something far better. 

He is referring specifically to paying homage, but homage is 

used to represent all the other forms of external worship.  No 

longer would they have to bring peace offerings and grain of-

ferings, and sin offerings.  All the different requirements of the 

                                                 
5
 The woman’s concern about the proper place for worship was not unfounded.  The question 

of where was a major concern since Exodus 23:14-17 and Deuteronomy 16:16 required all 
adult males to make pilgrimages to Jerusalem for three feast days.  The concern was made 

much more pressing because the Samaritans had mixed some forms of pagan worship conduct-

ed on the “high places” with the worship of Jehovah.  This explains why she asked if true 
worship ought to be done on a mountain according to the Samaritan culture or not. 
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law that the priests and Levites did in the Old Testament that 

was proper and right at that time, would be replaced after Jesus 

offered the ultimate sacrifice.  External worship in whatever 

form will be replaced by something far better. 

John 4:22a: 

Ye worship ye know not what [accusative case]… 

Jesus says, “You know, you worship with your whole heart, 

soul, mind, and strength, but you really do not know what you 

devote your life to.”  That’s what most people do today.  They 

give their lives to good causes.  They give their lives to their 

families and their friends, but they really have no idea who is 

actually getting their worship.  They think they are worship-

ping the True God, but in reality they are not.  Most of them 

worship a vindictive, angry God.  Others worship power, pres-

tige, and celebrity—all in the name of the One True God, but 

like the Samaritans they really have no idea Who it is that they 

worship. 

John 4:22b: 

…we know what [accusative] we worship: for salvation is 

of the Jews. 

Jesus is saying that we know what we worship with our 

whole heart soul mind and strength.  He is speaking on behalf 

of the true Bible believing Jewish people, not the Pharisees and 

Sadducees.  He was speaking of the line of David, the true bib-

lical believing people who were still around. 

John 4:23: 

But the hour cometh, and now is [on its way], when the true 

worshippers shall worship the Father [dative] in spirit and 

in truth [truly by the spirit]: for the Father seeketh such to 

worship him [accusative]. 

This falling on your face demonstration of worship would be 

replaced by something done in spirit and in truth.  True wor-

shippers would worship God externally in spirit and in truth.  

God seeks people to worship Him with their whole heart, soul, 
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mind and strength.  That’s why the “him” at the end of the 

verse is in the accusative.  God wants our hearts; He wants our 

total devotion; He wants to be worshipped as one should wor-

ship God with every ounce of their being.  He wants complete 

devotion to Him.  He wants nothing else to come before Him.  

He wants us to directly and personally worship Him in spirit 

and in truth, and He has given us the means to do it. 

He wants us to know Him, because if we know Him we will 

love Him.  He wants us to understand His great love, power 

and majesty.  He wants us to know His great care for us as a 

loving heavenly Father.  He wants us to know what He has 

done for us because if we do, we’ll love and worship Him for 

it.  We should adore Him.  He is worthy of our complete love 

and devotion.. 

John 4:24: 

God is a Spirit: and they that worship him [accusative] 

must worship [intransitive] him in spirit and in truth. 

After Pentecost this would be available.  It had been on its 

way since before the foundation of the world.  He saw you 

back then, and waited all this time to receive what He so 

longed for.  He is still seeking our love and worship. 

Why do we not water baptize for salvation any more?  It is 

not necessary anymore.  If people want it we can do it, but it is 

really not necessary.  We know this because of what we are 

taught in Acts. 

Acts 1:5: 

For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized 

with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 

God replaced water baptism with something better ─ the 

presence of the holy spirit with God in Christ in us.  Things 

changed didn’t they?  When did they change?  When was the 

“not many days hence.”  It changed at Pentecost in 28 AD.  

Well, what Acts 1:5 does for water baptism, John 4:23,24 does 

for worship.  We do not worship God in the external forms and 
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fashions that they did in the Old Testament.  Why?  Because 

God made something better for you and me.  God equipped us 

to do for Him what He always wanted.  Use the gift; worship 

Him!  He made it available and simply asks us to do it. 

We Can Give Back to God: 

Part of the reason we get the spirit is so that we can give back 

to God that which He seeks.  He gave His son to make this op-

portunity available to us.  God paid an awesome price so we 

could do so. 

In the Old Testament the children of Israel didn’t all have ho-

ly spirit.  They were, with the exception of certain individuals 

who had spirit upon them, natural men of body and soul.  They 

could not worship in spirit and in truth.  They obeyed all the 

external forms of worship that God prescribed to show their 

reverence for Him.  They had no other means available to do 

so. 

You and I today do not have to jump through those legalistic 

hoops.  We do not have to do all the different things they were 

responsible to do.  Our responsibility is very simple.  We, too, 

show our reverence by our obedience to worship God in spirit 

and in truth, by our obedience to use the gift and walk by the 

spirit.  All we have to do is worship God in spirit and in truth. 

God created spirit within us as an incorruptible seed.  We 

will never lose it; it will never decay or die; it will never alter 

or fade; it will never wear out.  We don’t even have to replace 

batteries.  Not only did He give it to us, He allows us to operate 

it by our freewill, at our own discretion.  He allows us to de-

cide how much worship we give Him and how much thanks we 

want to give Him.  Whenever we want we can use it.  Whenev-

er I want I can give thanks well.  I can speak of His mighty 

works.  I can magnify Him.  I can offer perfect praise.  How?  

Simply by speaking in tongues, by worshipping Him in spirit 

and in truth. 
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God was involved in their praise in the Old Testament.  He 

gave revelation to David and others who wrote it in Psalms and 

the people sang it back to Him in songs of praise.  Now He 

gives us the words personally and specifically whenever we 

choose to do so.  Whenever we want to worship Him in spirit 

and in truth He provides the words, He gives the meaning and 

the substance to our hearts’ desire so we can express ourselves 

to Him.  So we can express our thankfulness, our adoration, our 

praise, our awesome respect, our love, our worship.  He gives 

us the words to say.  We can communicate to Him; we can ex-

press the deepest longings of our hearts. 

Just so we know He is always present and we are always 

God-connected, He allows us to determine when and where 

and how much and how often.  It’s all up to us.  He still wants 

to be actively involved in our prayer and praise.  Think about 

it!  He is always there.  We are always God-connected.  He al-

lows us to determine when and where and how much and how 

often.  He equipped us, and He trusts us to use the spirit for our 

common good. 

Speaking in tongues is the external or outward manifestation 

in the senses realm that gives testimony to the internal reality 

and presence of the power of the holy spirit.  Whenever we 

need a reminder of His presence or a demonstration of His 

power, we can speak in tongues.  It’s nice to do homage to 

God, but what He really wants is our total devotion and rever-

ence.  He wants us to use the spirit He has given us to give Him 

the love and worship He longs for.  He waited for it from crea-

tion until the Day of Pentecost. 

God gave to us so we can give back to Him.  He wants us to 

use the spirit He has given us to give Him the love and worship 

He longs for.  Not only did He make it available; we get re-

wards for doing it.  He just heaps blessing upon blessing.  

When we operate the spirit we lay up rewards in eternity.  This 

is a win/win and keep on winning situation. 
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Operating Manifestations of the Spirit Is True Worship.   

Not every believer before Pentecost had spirit.  They could 

only worship through the senses realm.  They had no other op-

tion.  Today God’s children all have holy spirit and can use it 

to do what God wants done. 

Speaking in tongues is one kind of true worship in our ad-

ministration.  However, true worship is much bigger than just 

speaking in tongues.  True worship is the operation of the man-

ifestations of the spirit and obedience to what they direct us to 

do.  According to I John 5:1-3, if we love God we keep His 

commandments.
6
  So we want to show God our love by our 

devotion and obedience. 

According to the dictionary, worship is used not only of the 

reverent love and devotion we give God that we hold in our 

hearts and our minds, but also the ceremonies, prayers, or other 

religious forms by which that love and devotion is expressed.  

But that’s not the true Biblical definition for our administra-

tion.  We need to distinguish between its current usage and its 

biblical usage.  I don’t care what our current culture calls wor-

ship.  I want to know, “What does the Word say?”
7
 

Hebrews 9:14 says, “the blood of Christ would purge our 

consciences from dead works to serve [latreuō, worship] the 

living God.”  With what the blood of Christ provided for us our 

conscience, our thinking patterns, the habitual ways in which 

we operate are changed from dead works to serve the living 

God.  We no longer serve by doing dead works.  Our worship 

is to transcend the external forms that were part of what they 

did in the Old Testament. 

                                                 
6
 Manifestations of the spirit may be operated outside of the love of God.  If they are, 

I Corinthians 13:1-3 states that they profit nothing.  This shows us that true worship is more 
than just going through the motions.  A commitment of mind and heart to love and serve Him 

is required.  The proper attitude of heart must accompany the manifestations. 
7 Worship requires engaging the mind and heart deliberately.  It’s operating the spirit with the 
proper attitude.  Worship has to be done with love, dedication, and a heart of service to God. 
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It’s not about where we put the candles on the altar or wheth-

er we lift holy hands or whether you wear a shirt and tie.  It’s 

not about if I genuflect before I sit down.  It’s not about any 

other external form of worship.  Worship in our administration 

is not done with the dead works of the senses realm.  Worship 

in our administration is done through the spirit.  There are nine 

ways to do that. 

We can speak in tongues.  We can interpret tongues  We can 

prophesy.  We can receive word of knowledge and word of 

wisdom.  We can discern spirits.  We can operate faith, work 

miracles, and impart gifts of healings.  Operating the spirit in 

all of those ways is true worship.  It’s done by the spirit accord-

ing to the truth. 

Now, if God told me to put on a coat and tie, and I obey—

that’s worship or service!  That would be me recognizing that 

God knows better than I do.  When I defer to Him, acknowl-

edging that He knows what’s best, my loving obedience to that 

word of knowledge and that word of wisdom is worship.  

When God gives us revelation, we defer to Him, and do what 

He says.  He’s God.  He knows more than I do, and when I 

acknowledge Him and defer to Him and obey the words of 

wisdom He gives that’s true worship in spirit and in truth. 

Remember what happened at the temple gate beautiful when 

the man got healed in Acts 3?  He started walking and leaping 

and praising God.  Look at what that healing did.  Not only was 

that healing worship; it inspired more worship. 

We revere His revelation and show our reverence and love by 

doing what He asks.  He’s God and He knows more than we 

do.  When we operate the spirit and defer to what He asks, 

when we respect His working in us and demonstrate it with 

obedience, when we live with the attitude of not my will but 

God’s be done, that’s true worship.  God is so gracious to give 

us holy spirit and let us use it.  It’s such an exciting way to live.  

Jesus demonstrated his reverence saying, “Not my will but 
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thine be done.”
8
  That’s the attitude of worship that we should 

maintain.  We live in such freedom, not with rules and regula-

tions, but in loving relationship with our heavenly Father. 

Sometimes going to fellowship is the right thing to do and 

sometimes it isn’t.  Sometimes we need to stay home and take 

care of what God has asked us to do.  How do we know what to 

do?  God tells us, and if He does not tell us He allows us to 

figure it out.  Most of life is like that.  We use our own brains 

and figure it out.  He allows us to figure it out from the Word 

of God that we know.  However, if it is important enough for 

Him to tell us something, then our obedience to do as He asks 

is worship to Him.  That’s putting God where He should be.  

We acknowledge that He is God, and we allow Him to direct 

us. 

Worship and Service Are Inseparable: 

When we work miracles or give a gift of healing, that’s wor-

ship of God.  When it comes to God, worship and service can-

not be separated.  We are always free to do as He leads.  We 

just obey, and we do not need to check it with anybody else, 

unless God says to. 

If you are sitting in a fellowship meeting and someone teach-

es something that electrifies you and sets your heart free and 

you by inspired action and utterance say, “Hallelujah!” or raise 

your hands or shout, “Yea!”  That’s worship.  But to carry out 

a prescribed, preprogrammed, choreographed behavior by rote, 

just doesn’t qualify.  Habit patterns are wonderful to establish, 

particularly when they are based on God’s Word.  But the best 

of sense knowledge habit patterns is not true worship. 

Acts 27 is an account about Paul in the shipwreck.  At the 

beginning of the incident God tells Paul to tell the captain not 

to set-sail, but he decides to go anyway.  Paul tells him that 

there would not only be loss of the ship but also of their lives.  

                                                 
8 See Luke 22:42. 
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When they get out in the middle of the sea the storm comes. 

But God keeps interceding and the revelation changes. 

Acts 27:23: 

For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I 

am, and whom I serve [latreuō, present indicative, also 

translated “am serving”], 

We worship God by serving Him, by doing what He asks of 

us.  Paul is going to obey and tell the others just what God told 

him.  When it comes to God you really cannot separate worship 

and service.  We worship by serving, by giving of ourselves.  

Jesus Christ is the absolute greatest example of that. 

Acts 27:24,25: 

Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: 

and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee. 

 25 Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, 

that it shall be even as it was told me. 

That operation of faith worked the miracle that brought eve-

ryone safely to shore.  Was Paul speaking in tongues during 

this ordeal?  Of course he was.  He was also operating the other 

manifestations too.  His service or worship in this account in-

cludes getting everyone of these people safely to shore. 

We Worship God in the Spirit and Rejoice in Christ Jesus: 

Philippians 3:1-3: 

Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same 

things to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for you it is 

safe. 

 2 Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the 

concision. 

 3 For we are the circumcision, which worship [latreuō] 

God in the spirit, and rejoice [kauchaomai, meaning glory 

or boast ] in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the 

flesh. 
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That’s a trilogy that sets the standard for our administration.  

It says we worship God in spirit, and we have spent a great deal 

of time already talking about that.  Next, it says, “We rejoice in 

Christ Jesus.”  The Greek word for “rejoice” is kauchaomai, 

meaning to glory or boast.  We worship God, and we rejoice in 

Christ Jesus; we boast of Christ Jesus; we glory in all Christ 

Jesus has accomplished for us.  We brag about our big brother 

and what he has done for us and what he can do for them, too.  

He can save to the uttermost. 

We will talk to anyone about him.   He’s provided for-

giveness through the shedding of his blood and healing through 

his broken body.   We minister in his name and brag about 

what he has done for us.  His name is always on our lips.  He is 

our cause for rejoicing. 

Our worship however is reserved for God alone.  Jesus 

doesn’t want it.  He said, “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy 

God, and him only shalt thou serve.”  Jesus didn’t come to 

draw worship away from God, he came to give his life so that 

we could worship God in spirit and in truth.  We have access to 

God through him.  He can save to the uttermost.  He’s provided 

forgiveness and reconciliation.  We rejoice in the ability that 

we have because of what Jesus has done. 

We speak about him with passion and pride.  We emulate 

him, and do our absolute best to walk in his steps.  We consider 

the things that he endured, and are strengthened through his 

presence in our lives.  We declare that we can do all things 

through him who is our living lord and savior. 

We Have No Confidence in the Flesh: 

We worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and 

have no confidence in the flesh.  Our strength and our confi-

dence do not come from our natural ability but from our ability 

to walk by the spirit.  Of course we use our natural ability and 

everything else we have to bring glory to God, but our perfor-

mance is not the basis of our confidence.  Paul had every rea-
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son to have confidence.  If we kept reading here in Philip-pians 

we would see them listed.  Paul didn’t allow himself to be con-

fident in the flesh and neither should we. 

I’m not going to have a good day today because I read my 

Bible or spent time in prayer.  Those are great Christian disci-

plines, great habits of life to develop.  I love doing those 

things, and they bring great profit to my life.  Those activities 

are great and I encourage you to do them, but what happens on 

days we don’t do them?  Are we doomed to have a bad day?  Is 

our confidence in our performance?  Do we think we earn fa-

vor from God by what we do?  We are not to have any confi-

dence in the flesh. 

We are confident because we are His and He is ours.  I be-

long to Him; He belongs to me.  We are part of each other.  We 

are His kids, and He bestows His grace upon us because He 

loves us.  He is going to take care of us whether we read our 

Bibles and prayed this morning or not.  So we get up late, is 

our whole day doomed to calamity? 

Our confidence is not in the flesh; it is in who we are in 

Christ Jesus.  God is my Dad; Jesus Christ is my big brother; I 

have holy spirit power, and I’m part of the greatest family there 

has ever been.  My confidence is in knowing that He works 

within me to will and to do of His good pleasure.
9
  I operate the 

spirit to glorify and worship Him. 

Philippians 4:13 doesn’t say that you can do all things 

through Christ which strengthens you.  It doesn’t; I’m sorry.  It 

doesn’t say Wayne can do them either.  Paul said he could do 

it.  It says, “I can do all things through Christ which strength-

eneth me.”  Paul said it!  However, it gives me the right to say 

the same thing, because I have the same God as my Father and 

the same spirit to operate.  But I still have to say it.  I have to 

boldly declare it just like Paul did.  Paul said it, and we have to 

                                                 
9 See Philippians 2:13. 
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say it, too.  You say it.  “I can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me.”   

I used to hear people quote that verse all the time, but they 

would just quote the first part of it, “I can do all things.”  

That’s wonderful, but it started to bother me because I never 

heard them quote the whole verse.  They would say, “I can do 

all thing,” and that‘s a great confession.  But why stop there?  

Why not finish the verse?  “I can do all things through 

Christ which strengtheneth me!”  That declaration is rejoic-

ing in Christ Jesus and having no confidence in the flesh.  That 

declaration brings the focus where it needs to be ─ not on me 

and my ability but on the Christ in me that I operate to be more 

than a conqueror in every situation. 

Jeremiah 9:23,24: 

Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his 

wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let 

not the rich man glory in his riches: 

 24 But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he under-

standeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD which exer-

cise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the 

earth: for in these things I delight, saith the LORD. 

We delight not in our brains, our bodies, or our bucks.  We 

delight in the fact that we understand and know Him, that He is 

the Lord that exercises lovingkindness, judgment, and right-

eousness, in the earth.  Our confidence is not in the flesh but in 

Him. 

Peter and Cornelius: 

Acts 10:25,26: 

And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him, and fell 

down at his feet, and worshipped him. 

 26 But Peter took him up, saying, Stand up; I myself also 

am a man. 

Some people use this verse to show a difference between 

worship given to Jesus and what Cornelius gave to Peter.  They 
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say that Jesus never corrected anyone for giving it to him, but 

Peter corrects Cornelius for giving it to him.  Therefore they 

conclude that somehow the one is different than the other.  

However, the worship, denoted by proskuneō, that people gave 

Jesus and Cornelius gave Peter is the same.  The objects are 

both in the dative case. 

There are plenty of examples of men falling prostrate before 

other men that are not corrected.  Indeed it was welcomed and 

even expected.  We still have the example of the servant in 

Matthew 18:26 as well as many others in the Septuagint (Gene-

sis 18:2; 23:7; 33:3,6,7; 43:26 to name only a few.) 

I think it is more than likely that Peter got Cornelius up be-

cause God had another kind of worship in store for him.  Re-

member this is after Pentecost?  What kind of worship was to 

be done after Pentecost?  Worship in spirit and in truth.  What 

did Cornelius do before the meeting was over?  He spoke in 

tongues.  Peter didn’t say, “Now, Cornelius move your lips, 

your throat, and your tongue and speak languages you do not 

know.”  No.  Cornelius just responded through the spirit and 

spoke in tongues.  He had no direction; no person told him 

what to do.  It wasn’t in Peter’s script, but God had it interject-

ed.  It was genuine, authentic and it accomplished the will of 

God. 

Peter had Cornelius arise because he was directing him to the 

only One Who should receive our worship and it would not be 

by prostration but in spirit and in truth.  I believe Jesus is doing 

the same today.  He is not seeking our worship.  He is leading 

us to worship God in spirit and in truth. 

This is similar to what we find in Corinthians. 

I Corinthians 14:21-25: 

In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other 

lips will I speak unto this people; and yet for all that will 

they not hear me, saith the Lord. 

 22 Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that be-
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lieve, but to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth 

not for them that believe not, but for them which believe. 

 23 If therefore the whole church be come together into one 

place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those 

that are unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say that ye 

are mad? 

 24 But if all prophesy, and there come in one that believeth 

not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of all, he is judged of 

all: 

 25 And thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest; and 

so falling down on his face he will worship [proskuneō]
10

 

God [dative], and report that God is in you of a truth. 

That’s not the kind of worship that God seeks.  It’s nice, I 

guess, that’s what they did in the Old Testament and Gospel 

periods.  But what He seeks, we learned from John 4, is to be 

worshipped with the whole heart, soul, mind and strength, wor-

ship that is done in complete devotion to Him, worship that is 

done in spirit and in truth.  This man who falls on his face is 

not doing that. 

It doesn’t say whether this man is born again.  Without spirit 

the only avenue available to someone is the senses realm.  He 

does all that he can do, just like Cornelius in Acts 10.  That’s 

all Cornelius knew to do, to fall on his face.  But when Peter 

told him that Jesus is lord, that God raised him from the dead, 

that by believing they would receive remission of their sin ─ 

what happened?  They believed what Peter preached, and they 

got born again and spoke in tongues and magnified God.  Be-

fore Peter and all the witnesses that came with him, Gentiles 

(for the first time ever) spoke in tongues the wonderful works 

of God; they magnified God.  They spoke prayer and praise, 

and it wasn’t preplanned ahead of time.  It was God working in 

them.  Peter just gets the words out of his mouth, and all of a 

sudden they get born again.  They are off and running, wor-

shipping God in spirit and in truth. 

                                                 
10 This is the only occurrence of proskuneō in the church or pastoral epistles. 
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Well this guy in I Corinthians 14:25 is so blown away by the 

operation of the manifestations that he witnesses that he falls 

on his face in reverence to God Who made it available.  That’s 

a good start; that’s all that a natural man of body and soul can 

do.  However, if he really wants to worship God with all his 

heart, soul, mind and strength he will not only need to be 

thrilled by the believer’s operation of the manifestations, he 

will need to do it himself.  Just like Cornelius did in Acts 10.  

He will then have the witness in himself and be able to worship 

God whenever he chooses.  That’s the true worship.  That’s 

why I believe Peter got Cornelius up that day, because God had 

something better in store than just that external form of wor-

ship. 

Our Unique Day and Time: 

This is a unique day and time.  What we have available to us 

so far surpasses what the believers had in Old Testament times 

it amazes me.  Today (since Pentecost in Acts 2 and until the 

gathering together in I Thessalonians 4) there is a group of 

people never before dreamed of by anyone who lived prior to 

this time, even the most godly of believers had no idea. 

Biblically speaking, these people known as “Christians” are 

members in particular of the Body of Christ, the Church (Ephe-

sians 1:22 and 23).  Each is a son of God with all power (I John 

3:2), born again of incorruptible seed (I Peter 1:23), baptized in 

the name of Jesus Christ (I Corinthians 12:13), filled with the 

gift of holy spirit (Acts 2:4), fully equipped to utilize nine man-

ifestations of that spirit (I Corinthians 12:7), permanently 

sealed in Christ (Ephesians 1:13), and guaranteed everlasting 

life (II Corinthians 1:22). 

Knowing what we have available today to worship the Father 

in spirit and in truth, is it any wonder that Satan has tried to 

bury the truth regarding true worship and has tried so hard to 

divert worship from the One True God to anyone or anything 

else?  Once Christians find out who they are in Christ, and the 

power God will supply as they act with faith upon His promis-

http://www.truthortradition.com/modules.php?name=News&new_topic=78
http://www.truthortradition.com/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=710
http://www.truthortradition.com/modules.php?name=News&new_topic=9
http://www.truthortradition.com/modules.php?name=News&new_topic=9
http://www.truthortradition.com/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=908
http://www.truthortradition.com/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=908
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es, they can do the works that Jesus did.  True worship is the 

foundation of every believer’s life.  When we have the proper 

attitude of worship in our hearts and minds we will change the 

world.  It all starts with changing ourselves and making His 

purposes our purposes.  We must dedicate ourselves to walk by 

the spirit, to do His Word and His will every day that we live. 

SUMMARY: 

Certainly we love the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not want in 

any way to be disrespectful or unthankful for what he has done 

for us.  He is the one that set the standard for worship.  True 

worship, worship in spirit and in truth, is reserved for God 

alone.  To act in an unbiblical manner is not only unwise; it 

should be unconscionable.  Jesus prescribed the correct re-

sponse and attitude of heart that we should have.  After his 

baptism by John when he received holy spirit, he modeled a 

life of worship, operating manifestations of holy spirit, always 

doing his Father’s will. 

So, getting back to the question we started with.  We should 

show the respect and reverence to Jesus Christ that is properly 

due him.  However, we reserve our true worship for God alone.  

Jesus set the standard in Matthew 4:10 and Luke 4:8 when he 

said, “Thou shalt worship the Lord Thy God and Him only 

shalt thou serve.”  He alone is the true God and Him only 

should we serve. 

There is great simplicity in Christ.  Let’s not be corrupted 

from it.  Jesus has made it clear, words from his own mouth set 

the standard for us.  Paul presented the truth to our administra-

tion also.  The standard for our administration is to worship 

God in spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in 

the flesh.  Let’s enjoy God’s abundance, for He has made us 

free to worship Him in spirit and in truth. 
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Part III:  Follow Up Questions 

Review:  There is great simplicity in Christ.  Let’s not be cor-

rupted from it.  Jesus has made it clear, words from his own 

mouth set the standard for us.  Paul presented the truth to our 

administration also.  The standard for our administration is to 

worship God in spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no con-

fidence in the flesh. 

Worship in our day and time in the administration of the 

mystery is accomplished by operating the spirit that God gave 

us.  Walking by the spirit, operating manifestations is the true 

worship God has desired from before the foundation of the 

world.  Once man sinned and fell in the Garden of Eden, God 

set His plan in motion.  He promised us a kinsman redeemer 

that would redeem us from the power of the devil and reconcile 

us to God. 

God’s redemptive plan was so magnificent that He had to 

keep part of it secret.  The Promise Seed would come and re-

deem mankind as recorded in the Old Testament scriptures, but 

the full extent of His marvelous working on our behalf was 

kept hidden.  He had to keep it hidden for if the devil had 

known it he would not have crucified the lord of glory.
11

 

Praying to Jesus: 

One of the questions that people usually follow up with is re-

garding prayer.  Although we do not worship Jesus, are we 

supposed to pray to him?  Again this matter is often a very ten-

der subject in Christian circles.  Like worship, praying to Jesus 

is an emotionally charged subject.  How wonderful and loving 

of our lord and savior to clarify it for us, too. 

When Jesus taught his disciples to pray he said, “When ye 

pray, say, Our Father…”
12

  He taught them to pray to the Fa-

                                                 
11 See I Corinthians 3:2:8. 
12 See Luke 11:2. 



FREE TO WORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH FOLLOW UP QUESTIONS 
 

 35 

ther.  Jesus specifically taught his disciples to ask of the Father 

in his name, not to ask him. 

John 15:16: 

Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and or-

dained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that 

your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of 

the Father in my name, he may give it you. 

Jesus called and chose twelve whom he trained to minister 

and to serve God’s people.  He wanted them to be fruitful.  He 

wanted them successful, and he wanted them to have the same 

relationship with his heavenly Father that he had.  Later, speak-

ing prophetically to them about what would happen after Pen-

tecost, he again clarified to whom prayer should be directed. 

John 16:23,24: 

And in that day [after Pentecost] ye shall ask me nothing.  

[They did then when he was living in their presence, but 

they wouldn’t in the future.]  Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will 

give it you. 

 24 Hitherto [up until now] have ye asked [the Father] noth-

ing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy 

may be full. 

God wants our joy full.  That’s part of the benefit or outcome 

of a wonderful prayer life, that our joy is full. 

John 16:25: 

These things have I spoken unto you in proverbs: but the 

time cometh [again referring to after Pentecost], when I 

shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, but I shall shew 

you plainly of the Father. 

That was going to happen after Pentecost when the gift of ho-

ly spirit was available, and Jesus Christ who had been with 

them, would then be in them. 
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John 16:26: 

At that day ye shall ask in my name: and I say not unto 

you, that I will pray the Father for you:   

Jesus didn’t need to intercede; they would have access direct-

ly to the Father.  Jesus didn’t say, “Ask me and I’ll ask the Fa-

ther.”  He didn’t say, “Pray to me and I’ll pray to the Father for 

you.”  Not once after Jesus ascended is it recorded in the New 

Testament that anyone prayed to him for anything.  They fol-

lowed his instruction and asked the Father in his name.  They 

operated in his stead and acted like he did.  They went to God 

like Jesus did, like he taught them to do.  It was like them oper-

ating under a power of attorney in his name.  They could do 

everything he could do.  All the authority Jesus had, his disci-

ples used.  They were acting in his place in his stead as ambas-

sadors of Christ to the world. 

The only verse that would in any way indicates anything like 

this might be available is in I Timothy. 

I Timothy 1:12: 

And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, 

for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the minis-

try; 

That could be construed as a prayer of thanksgiving.  How-

ever, that verse could more accurately be translated as, “I am 

thankful to or for Christ Jesus our Lord….”  This is exactly 

how other translations handle it, and it does not contradict what 

Jesus said in John. 

I Timothy 1:12: New Revised Standard Version 

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strength-

ened me, because he judged me faithful and appointed me 

to his service, 

I Timothy 1:12: New American Bible 

I am grateful to him who has strengthened me, Christ Jesus 

our Lord, because he considered me trustworthy in appoint-

ing me to the ministry. 
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I Timothy 1:12: The Living Bible 

How thankful I am to Christ Jesus our Lord for considering 

me trustworthy and appointing me to serve him, 

It certainly is a recognition of all that Jesus Christ has done 

for us that makes us ever so thankful.  How thankful we are for 

how he has equipped us to serve and for the example he set that 

we follow.  It is the Christ in us that enables us to serve God 

and do all that God wants us to do. 

Talking to Jesus: 

I’ll admit there are times when I am reading God’s Word and 

I see the walk and ministry of Jesus that I’m so moved.  I have 

at times have said, “I don’t know how you did it?  You always 

did your Father’s will.  You’re just so awesome.”  There have 

been many occasions where I have expressed my heartfelt ap-

preciation for what Jesus has done for me.  They have been 

unique and important and very personal times for me. 

You can talk to anyone you like.  You can talk to Jesus, you 

can even talk to the preacher on TV, if you like.  However, I 

don’t think I’d expect everyone you talk to, to talk back.  Jesus 

did not become God when he ascended.  He is still a man is his 

resurrected body.  He is still God’s only begotten son seated in 

the heavenlies.  Jesus is not everywhere present.  Only God is.  

God is the only one Who hears every prayer…  Who listens to 

every word we speak… Who knows every unspoken desire on 

our hearts.  We can speak to Jesus if we like; we just cannot 

expect or demand that he speaks back. 

If Jesus initiates a conversation then you may by all means 

talk back.  However, I do not think that every time someone 

talks to Jesus that they are going to hear him talk back.  Can 

he?  I’m sure he can do anything the Father wants him to do.  

He talked to Paul on the road to Damascus and Betty Baxter
13

 

in her bedroom.  I do not know of any more examples.  But of 

                                                 
13 http://www.the-new-way.org/testimonies/guar_016_the_betty_baxter_story.html  Accessed 
May 23, 2009 

http://www.the-new-way.org/testimonies/guar_016_the_betty_baxter_story.html
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course, others would probably not be carried on CNN or Head-

line News would they? 

God, Jesus Christ and the Believer: 

God and Jesus are one in purpose.  They always have been, 

and they always will be.  Even now Jesus still does whatever 

his Father asks.  He is our lord and savior, our example in 

whose steps we walk.  He clearly taught us to worship the Fa-

ther alone.  He clearly taught us to pray to the Father and not to 

him.  He is still about his Father’s business, but he is not eve-

rywhere present.  He has bought us back and brought us back 

to God.  We honor him and respect him as God’s only begotten 

son.  However, we worship and pray to God alone for Jesus 

himself taught us to do so. 

I Corinthians 8:4 says, “there is none other God but one.”  

That’s why we only worship the Lord our God.  That’s why we 

only pray to our loving heavenly Father.  This is simple, and 

this is Biblical.  The relationship between the believer, Jesus 

Christ, and God is clearly presented in one verse in I Cor-

inthians 8. 

I Corinthians 8:4b-6: 

 …there is none other God but one. 

 5 For though there be that are called gods, whether in 

heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords 

many,) 

 6 But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are 

all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by 

whom are all things, and we by him. 

There is only one God, but there are many things that people 

call God and treat as God.  That does not make them God.  It 

reads, “for though there be that are called gods, whether in 

heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many.)”  

It is true that people worship a lot of different gods.  

Verse 6 continues:  “But to us…”  “Us” refers to Paul, Sos-

thenes, the Corinthians and the entire Church of God.  Verse 
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six says for us born again believers, “there is but one God, the 

Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord 

Jesus Christ, by whom are all things and we by him.” 

There it is.  This one simple verse shows the relationship of 

God, the Lord Jesus Christ and the believer.  It speaks of one 

God and one Lord Jesus Christ and the believers.  God provid-

ed all things for the Church via Jesus Christ.  This verse states 

clearly that Christians have one God who is the ultimate source 

of all things, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, who is the way by 

which God provided all things to the Church. 

The Greek mathematician Euclid used the same prepositions 

used in verse six when discussing and presenting geometry.  

The three prepositions used in verse six are translated into the 

English prepositions “of,” “in,” and “by.” 

“Of” is the Greek preposition ek.  “In” is the Greek preposi-

tion eis.  “By” is the Greek preposition dia.  These are repre-

sented pictorially in the following manner. 

Ek is represented as 

motion out from the 

center of an object. 

Eis is represented as 

motion all the way unto 

and reaching an object. 

Dia is represented as 

motion completely 

through an object. 

 

I Corinthians 8:6: 

But to us there is but one God, the Father, of [ek] whom 

are all things…. 
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This phrase shows us a picture of all things proceeding from 

God and going to the believers.  This would be represented by 

the following picture. 

 

All things come from God and they reach the believers. 

I Corinthians 8:6: 

But to us there is but one God, the Father, of [ek] whom 

are all things, and we in [eis] him… 

This reverses the picture and shows the reciprocal relation-

ship ─ motion out from us reaching all the way to God. 
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Then putting these two together we get the following picture.  

God reaching out to the believers and the believers having ac-

cess all the way back to God. 

 

The rest of verse six reads: 

I Corinthians 8:6: 

… and one Lord Jesus Christ, by [dia] whom are all things, 

and we by [dia] him. 

Dia is the word through.  The first dia shows the same things 

we read in the beginning of the verse proceeding from God 

through Jesus Christ to the believers.  The second dia shows 

the reciprocal relationship where the believers have access 

through Jesus Christ all the way back to God.  This gives us the 

following picture. 
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Now putting all this information together we get the final pic-

ture. 

 

All things come from God to the believer through Jesus 

Christ, and everything from the believer goes to God through 

Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ was never designed to be the desti-

nation for our prayer and worship, God was.  Jesus is our way 

to God.  We get to God through him.  God reached to mankind 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Jesus Christ is the mediator between God and man. 

I Timothy 2:5: 

For there is one God, and one mediator between God and 

men, the man Christ Jesus; 

Jesus Christ is the way the truth and the life.  No man gets to 

the Father but by him. 

John 14:6: 

Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: 

no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

God predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 

Christ to himself.” 

Ephesians 1:5: 

Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by 
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[dia] Jesus Christ to [eis] himself, according to the good 

pleasure of his will. 

Ephesians 2:18 says that through Jesus Christ we have access 

unto the Father.  God reached to mankind through His son our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Ephesians 2:18: 

For through [dia] him we both have access by one Spirit 

unto the Father.  

We understand God’s love because Jesus Christ showed it to 

us.  We understand how to operate the power of God because 

Jesus Christ showed us how.  Jesus Christ fully declared God.
14

  

He made known to us His Father.  In him the fullness of God 

was displayed and revealed, and we are complete in him. 

Colossians 2:9,10: 

For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

 10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all 

principality and power: 

All the promises of God come through Jesus Christ.  They 

are yea and amen in him.
15

  When we pray for the things of 

God we pray in the name of Jesus Christ.  When God provides 

His promises, He too does it through Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ 

came to make a relationship with God available to us.  He is 

the means to that end.  God wants our relationship with Him to 

be the most important thing in our lives.  Jesus Christ is the 

means to accomplish it. 

Conclusion: 

Let’s enjoy the fullness of life God has made available to us 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the way, the truth, and 

the life.  Let’s not forget to worship God in spirit, rejoice in 

Christ Jesus and have no confidence in the flesh.  We are 

unique men and women, men and women equipped with holy 

                                                 
14 See John 1:18. 
15 See II Corinthians 1:20. 
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spirit, men and women able to walk in the steps of our lord and 

savior Jesus Christ.  He’s our example and our big brother.  We 

love him and follow his example day by day.  Let’s enjoy the 

life he came to make available, a life free to worship in spirit 

and in truth. 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our relationship with God has at its very core a heart of 

worship, reverence, respect and awe.  We serve an awesome 

God, Who is worthy of our worship and praise.  We were de-

signed by our Creator to worship Him in spirit and in truth. 

When Jesus was tempted of the devil in the wilderness in 

Matthew 4 and Luke 4, he responded with, “It is written!”  He 

quoted Deuteronomy and told the devil what the Word say.  

His reply established the truth that “thou shalt worship the 

Lord thy God and Him only shalt thou serve.”  This was the 

standard of life that he maintained. 

Later while speaking to the Samaritan woman at the well he 

said, “The hour cometh, and now is, when the true worship-

pers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth.”  He ex-

plained that “the Father seeketh such to worship Him.”  Jesus 

was speaking about what would be available after the Day of 

Pentecost. 

So much of what is available in our administration of the 

mystery, the gospel of the grace of God, is unique and had 

never been possible until the Day of Pentecost.  In this day 

and time we have the unique privilege to worship God in spirit 

and in truth. 

What a privilege it is to live in a day and time like this.  

Each one of us with Christ in us… Each one of us with a di-

rect connection with our heavenly Father… Each one of us 

able to climb into Daddy’s lap and commune with Him…  He 

wants a relationship with each one of us, and He sees us as 

His treasure, His masterpiece.  The great mystery is not lived 

out in formulas or with rules and regulations.  It is lived and 

enjoyed as a family with our heavenly Father; the One Who 

loves us so dearly.   

 

 


